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teeth and travel about 11,000 kilometers from Aus-
tralia to Hachijojima by sea kayak, and without an
outboard motor. Was I stupid? 
 

 

 

 

My kayak
sank in rough
seas...I had to
swim for
about six
hours to
reach land.
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This is the seventh installment of the “Mes-
sage II” series, in which marine adventurer
Satoru Yahata describes his epic journey by
kayak in stages from Australia to Japan and
what he learned through encounters with
fishermen.

I’ve spent about 20 years of my life with the sea,
traveling around Japan and other Asian nations by
sea kayak and working in Okinawa Prefecture as a
guide to help people have real wildlife experiences.

When I was a novice kayaker in my mid-20s, my
kayak sank in rough seas between Iriomotejima
and Haterumajima islands in Okinawa Prefecture.
It was the most dangerous moment of my life. I
had to swim for about six hours to reach land. The
accident was caused by my own immaturity. I did
not closely check the weather forecast and the
kayak’s condition. In rough seas, it is pointless
competing with other people in a kayak. Everyone
is weak. Under such severe circumstances, people
are forced to think seriously about how to survive.
This type of experience makes them stronger.

When I was a 21-year-old university student, an

Rough seas will help you
become tougher: Adventurer

Eishi Miyasaka/The Yomiuri Shimbun

dived in, speared a fish,
and even removed its
oal to keep it fresh. It
was so masterful, I got
goose bumps. My im-
mediate thought was to
do what he did.

Aer constant training
as a skin diver, I was able
to catch fish by myself.
The result of my training
exceeded my expect-

encounter with a fisherman on Tokyo’s Hachi-
jojima island opened my eyes to how wonderful
people who live with the sea are. One day the
fisherman showed me his incredible technique be-
low the surface of the water. In two minutes, he

ations. I felt my body’s potential had bloomed.
Under the sea, I caught various fish that I had never
seen at stores in the Tokyo area. They were so deli-
cious. We are used to eating only food sold within
the distribution system. But through this experience,
I learned things I had not studied at school. I felt like
I couldn’t waste time looking for a regular job.  Aer
graduating from university, I visited fishing villages
abroad as a backpacker for several years. I sometimes
earned money, selling fish I caught with a spear. Fol-
lowing a suggestion by a friend, I started learning to
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paddle a kayak.
I got into sea kayaking because I could move much

faster by kayak than with fins. It’s also possible to
carry a lot of fish in a kayak. Aer my fih kayaking
experience, I decided to take the bit between my

Old appliances illegally shipped
Valuable metals
harvested; other
materials burned

MPD to probe
withdrawals
from Mt. Gox

Goeido: Keep Yamato spirit

NAGOYA—Longtime sekiwake
Goeido was oicially promoted to
ozeki on Wednesday, accepting the
rise to sumo’s second-highest rank
with a pledge to maintain “the
Yamato [old Japanese] spirit.”

The 28-year-old Goeido, flanked by
stablemaster Sakaigawa and his wife,
bowed deeply in the traditional ce-

remony in which he was oicially in-
formed of the promotion for the next
tournament, in September, by emis-
saries from the Japan Sumo Asso-
ciation at the stable’s lodgings in Fuso,
Aichi Prefecture. In meetings of the
JSA’s rankings committee and execut-
ive board, Goeido’s promotion was
unanimously approved following his
performance at the recently completed
Nagoya Grand Sumo Tournament.
 

N
early 10 percent
of four kinds of
used home ap-
pliances covered
by recycling law
are suspected to
h a v e  b e e n  e x -
ported illegally,

while only about two-thirds of such ap-
pliances have been disposed of by
means required by the law, it has been
learned. 

The situation has come to light
through estimates by the Economy,
Trade and Industry Ministry and the
Environment Ministry and other
sources. 

On Wednesday, advisory panels to
the ministers jointly compiled a report
reviewing the home appliance recycling
system. Based on the report, both min-
istries will strengthen the surveillance

system for the disposal of used home
appliances, aiming to save the envir-
onment internationally by reviving the
recycling system through such meas-
ures as tightening export control.

The Home Appliance Recycling Law
sets ways to dispose of four kinds of
home appliances: TV sets; air condi-
tioners; refrigerators and freezers; and
washers and dryers. According to the
ministries’ estimates, 17.02 million
used home appliances of the four kinds
were discarded by households or oices
in fiscal 2012. Among them, about 67
percent were collected and disposed of
through regular channels defined by
the law. Of the remaining 33 percent,
some were oicially exported as used
items, while others were illegally
dumped or exported.

In recent years, home appliances
have increasingly been reportedly ex-
ported to China and other countries by
being hidden in scrap metal to make it
diicult for authorities to discover the
illegal exporting. According to the min-
istries, 1.3 million used home ap-
pliances, or about 8 percent of the total,
are suspected to have been disposed of
by such means. 

At their export destinations, copper,
aluminium and other valuable metals

are removed from used home ap-
pliances, the remnants of which are
then burned outdoors or in incinerat-
ors incapable of suiciently capturing
the smoke and soot, possibly leading to
environmental deterioration at those
destinations.

In the report, the councils proposed
that both ministries should cooperate
with customs houses, local govern-
ments and other bodies, calling for pre-
venting the illegal or inappropriate
collection, disposal, dumping and ex-
port of used home appliances by boost-
ing on-the-spot inspections of junk

dealers or scrap yards—which collect
disused articles and break them down
—and through other measures. 

Meanwhi le ,  under  the  current
system, if the places where customers
initially purchased home appliances go
out of business, customers can ask their
municipalities to collect their ap-
pliances. However, only 58 percent of
municipalities have a system to collect
home appliances in accordance with
the law. Therefore, the report urges the
Environment Ministry to accelerate
eorts to construct a framework for
drawing up guidelines.
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New ozeki Goeido formally accepts his promotion during a ceremony in Fuso, Aichi
Prefecture, on Wednesday.

AFP-Jiji

The Metropolitan Police Department
will launch an investigation into the
collapse of Mt. Gox, a Tokyo-based ma-
jor exchange for the bitcoin digital cur-
rency, on suspicion of computer fraud,
suspecting that a large quantities of bit-
coins were illegally withdrawn from the
exchange, it was learned Wednesday.

According to investigative sources, it
has been confirmed, based on an ana-
lysis of the company’s electronic re-
cords, that a total of about 27,000 bit-
coins were illegally withdrawn. The
MPD will conduct the investigation in
cooperation with U.S. investigative au-
thorities.

In late February, Mt. Gox filed for
bankruptcy protection, three days aer
it suddenly suspended all transactions.
However, the Tokyo District Court re-
jected the request in April and then de-
cided to begin liquidation procedures
for the company.

Mt. Gox’s liabilities total ¥6.5 billion,
according to private credit research
firm Teikoku Databank Ltd.

The Japan News


