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I could not understand why. However, in my
journey through Asia, the answer was ob-
vious. These people know they cannot sur-
vive if they do not help each other. They
know how dangerous the sea is.

In 2005, Yukie—my then fiancee, now my
wife—and I created a
shop for  outdoor
a c t i v i t i e s  o n
Ishigakijima island in
Okinawa Prefecture.
We organized small-
group sea kayaking
and skin diving tours.
We were poor, but
happy.

Now I have a 4-
year-old son. Though
I was once enthu-
siast ic  about  im-

proving my own ability, I have come to think
more about the importance of creating a
better society for younger generations since
my son’s birth. In 2011, I joined a project
named “Umihenro” (sea pilgrimage), led by
then Kochi University Prof. Kosaku
Yamaoka, to develop a better understanding
of people’s lives along the seacoast and con-
sider what present-day society has lost as we
seek a more convenient life.

Through the Umihenro trips around
Shikoku, I became more interested in build-
ing a good relationship between nature and
people. I believe such a relationship is needed
more in urban areas than in remote areas. I
also realized the great diversity of Japan’s

Coastal life shows what society has lost
Continued from Page 1

In this area of the Pacific, there are a large
number of islands. Some of them were
connected in ancient times and known as
Sundaland. Despite the omnipotent Internet,
I could not get much information about
them. The aim of my travel was to trace the
route by which mankind came to Japan.

I started my kayak journey from northern
Australia with a Japanese buddy in 2002.
Every year, I visited Asian countries. I
paddled to Indonesia’s Papua Province
(formerly known as Irian Jaya) with an
Indonesian friend. In 2007, I successfully
completed one of the toughest routes in the
world—the Bashi Channel between the
northern Philippines and southern Taiwan.
Nobody had traveled by kayak along the
channel before. The waves and the current
are diicult to negotiate because they are
aected by the Kuroshio current and condi-
tions in the South China Sea and Pacific
Ocean. While paddling along the 100-
kilometer channel, I wasn’t able to sleep a
wink for more than 24 hours. If I had taken a
rest, my kayak could have dried o course.
No ship was supporting me. Aer complet-
ing this challenge by myself, I believed I
would be able to go everywhere by sea kayak.
I still had about 2,000 kilometers to go.

In fishing villages in Japan and other Asian
countries, fishermen gave other people free
fish. They could have made money if they
had sold the fish instead. When I saw fisher-
men do this on Hachijojima for the first time,

nature. For these
reasons, we moved
in January  from
Okinawa Prefecture
to Zushi, Kanagawa
Prefecture, my wife’s
hometown. Now we
c o m e  a n d  g o
between Zushi and
Okinawa Prefecture
for my work.

F o r  t h e  l a t e s t
phase of the Umi-

h e n r o ,  w e  c o n -
ducted  a  16-day
kayak trip along the
Sanriku coast  in
Miyagi Prefecture in
May. We visited 12
small fishing villages
that were aected by
the March 11, 2011,
Great East Japan
Earthquake. Local
fishermen weren’t
wary of us because
we approached their
villages from the sea
by kayaks .  Aer
they realized how
serious we were to-
ward the sea,  we
q u i c k l y  b e c a m e

I want to

find how to

coordinate

civilization

and nature

in better

ways.

Eishi Miyasaka/The Yomiuri Shimbun

Satoru Yahata talks in front of his sea kayak in the garden of his house in
Zushi, Kanagawa Prefecture.

Courtesy of Yosuke Kashiwakura

Satoru Yahata kayaks off Iriomotejima island, Okinawa Prefecture, in
January 2011.

good friends. In one village, we helped gather
oysters from floating ras. In another, we en-
joyed fresh sea squirts the fishermen gave us.
They were kind to others even though they
were aected by the disaster. One fisherman
told us they used to conduct evacuation drills
even before the earthquake. Many fishermen
survived the tsunami even though their
houses were swept away. Some fishermen
told us the sea had been cleaned up since the
tsunami and that marine species had been in-
creasing.

Since the earthquake, the Tohoku people’s
mutual aid has been called “kizuna” (bond).
But I think their relationship is not expressed
by this word. They are placed in an envir-
onment that encourages them to cooperate
and communicate with each other to survive.

I’m 39. In the fishing villages overseas,
people in their 40s and 50s had already
reached a certain stage of their lives. They
convey their knowledge to young people. It’s
my turn now.

I want to recommend urban residents in
particular to get more real experience in

nature to prepare for possible disasters in the
future. I’m developing my ideas to provide
real experiences in nature for children and to
help develop professionals who are able to
rescue others during calamities. I want to
kick o these projects in Kanagawa.

While working as a guide, I met many
“Okinawa lovers” from Tokyo. They visited
Okinawa because they did not like the envir-
onment there. It is sad. If you love your
nearby nature, you can understand it in other
areas well. This year I went kayaking with my
friends in Tokyo. We saw Tokyo Skytree
from our kayaks and went to the Odaiba dis-
trict. We also enjoyed seeing full-bloom
cherry blossoms while kayaking in Me-
gurogawa river. When we know more about
the greatness of Tokyo’s waterfront, we can
make a proper decision on how to preserve
the environment around us. Now I want to
find how to coordinate civilization and
nature in better ways.
 

Interviewer: Fumiko Endo, The Japan
News staff writer
 

Interviewee’s profile
Satoru Yahata is a marine adventurer and an organizer of

Okinawa-based outdoor tour shops “Churanesia.” Yahata was born
in Tokyo in 1974. He graduated from Senshu University. He was the
world’s first to kayak solo, and without the use of an engine across
some channels, including the Bashi Channel between the Phil-
ippines and Taiwan in 2007 and the route between Yonagunijima in
Okinawa and Taiwan in 2006.

A belief widely held in Japan that
blood type is linked to personality
has no scientific basis, according to a
recent statistical analysis conduced
by a Kyushu University lecturer.
Kengo Nawata, who specializes in
social psychology, analyzed survey
results encompassing more than
10,000 people from Japan and the
United States to draw the conclusion.

Many Japanese people believe that
character is determined by blood
type—for example, that “people with
blood type A are serious” or “type B
people are selfish.” Observers point
out that such a belief has lead to
“blood type harassment,” in which
people face discrimination in job-
hunting, personnel issues and other
spheres on the basis of blood type.
These findings are likely to raises
questions about the popular belief.

The results of the Nawata’s re-
search were carried in the Japanese
Psychological Association’s “The
Japanese Journal of Psychology”
published on June 25.

Linking blood type to personality
is rarely practiced outside Japan.
However, the idea spread in the
country through books related and
TV programs starting in the 1970s,
according to Nawata.

Nawata used data from economic
surveys conducted in Japan and the
United States in 2004 and 2005 for
the analysis.

He focused on the respondent
blood type information from the sur-
vey along with their various likes and
dislikes, and he researched whether
blood type was relevant to the an-
swers given.

There were 68 question prompts in
total, such as “wanting to save the
fun for later” and “one should not
g a m b l e . ”  O n l y  t h r e e  o f  t h e s e
prompts, including “worrying about
the future for children,” had diering
responses for dierent respondent
blood types, according to Nawata’s
analysis. Even those three questions
showed only minor association with
blood type. Thus, Nawata concluded
in his research that blood type has no
relevance in personality.

It is not rare for blood type to be
asked during job interviews and on
other occasions, and some have ex-
pressed concern that ideas about the
personalities of specific blood types
might be considered negatively.

The Health, Labor and Welfare
Ministry instructed some companies
not to ask people their blood type,
explaining that “blood type has no
link at all to work skills or work
aptitude.”

The Yomiuri Shimbun

Blood type ‘plays no role’ in personality

K A N A Z A W A — T h e  H o k u r i k u
Shinkansen Line waiting rooms and plat-
forms at JR Kanazawa Station are dec-
orated in dramatic fashion, using local
motifs and traditional handicras. The
new facilities, which will accommodate
Shinkansen operations set to start in the
spring, were opened to the press on
M o n d a y .  A  n e w  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e
Shinkansen line will open between

Nagano and Kanazawa stations next
spring.

The Shinkansen line platforms and
waiting rooms are adorned with tra-
ditional cras of the region such as gold
foil, Kutani pottery and Wajima lacquer
ware. More than 20,000 pieces of gold
foil, each 11 centimeters square, dec-
orate 60 posts on the platform and part
of the waiting rooms to bring out the
charm of the historic city of Kanazawa.

Posts on the platforms are wrapped with

The number of elderly people seek-
ing consultations with consumer cen-
ters aer falling victim to fraud ex-
ceeded 10,000 cases last fiscal year, al-
most double the number 10 years ago,
according to the National Consumer
Aairs Center of Japan.

The center registered 10,742 requests
for consultation last year, up from
5,745 cases in fiscal 2004.

From fiscal 2009,
t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a
marked increase of
fraud victims among
people 70 years old or
older suering from
d e m e n t i a  o r  o t h -
erwise mentally im-
paired, according to
the center.

One case involved a
woman in her  70s
who purchased 20
bottles of a so-called
health drink for a
total of ¥600,000. In

this particular case, the woman, who
lives alone, said she did not remember
whether she had made a contract to
purchase the product.

There were 930,000 requests for con-
sultations brought to consumer centers
in fiscal 2013, a significant decrease
from the 1,910,000 cases in fiscal 2004.
However, the situation shows that eld-
erly people with dementia or who are
mentally impaired are major targets of
fraudsters in recent years.

Fraud against elderly rampant
The Yomiuri Shimbun
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Kanazawa Shinkansen hub
boasts rich local flavor
The Yomiuri Shimbun

f o u r  7 5 -
by-110-centi- meter
gold panels. The
panels are treated
with a special coat-
ing to resist dirt and
peeling. Two plat-
f o r m  w a i t i n g
rooms are dec-
orated with gold
foil sandwiched in
laminated glass.

K a g a  Y u z e n

printed silk tapestries depicting scenery
from Kanazawa’s Kenrokuen garden
and other patterns are mounted on the
walls behind laminated glass, along a
passage  on  the  mezzanine  floor
between the ticket gates and platforms.
The waiting rooms also display about

200 cra pieces including Kutani pot-
tery and Wajima and Yamanaka lac-
querware.

Shigekazu Uchida, section chief of
the Ishikawa prefectural government’s
Shinkansen transport oice said: “We
want visitors to feel the richness of our
traditional cra works.”

JR Kanazawa Station’s Hokuriku Shinkansen platform where posts are decorated with gold foils
Yomiuri Shimbun photos

Kaga Yuzen printed silk decorates a passage wall.

Determining personality 
through blood type

Based on sources provided by Kengo 
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“Blood type harass-
ment” becomes prob-
lem, including blood-
type discrimination 
during job interviews


